Jan Kowalewski biography 

Jan Kowalewski is a Polish national hero, famous cryptologist, born in the city of Łódź, whose work had a significant influence on the result of Polish-Soviet 1920 war. 
He was born in Łódź, on 23thrd October 1892 and was growing up in the multicultural environment of a modern city. He attended prestigious Merchant Assembly High School, from where he gained excellent knowledge of mathematics and analytical skills. Then he was accepted to the University of Liège (Belgium). After graduating he worked as an engineer in factories of Łódź and Zgierz. 
During the World War I he was mobilized to the Russian army. As a reserve officer of Russian engineering troops, who supervised the military communications units, he knew the pragmatics of this service, which was an advantage in the subsequent decryption of Bolshevik radiographs. 
After Russian February revolution and fall of tsarism he was transferred to the army staff of the Second Polish Corps in Ukraine. He was an officer of the Polish Military Organisation (PMO) and chief the head of intelligence of  the Polish 4th Rifle Division, under command of general Lucjan Żeligowski. Together with the division he returned to the independent Poland in May, 1919. 
In July he got to the Information Department of the General Staff, that comprised  intelligence service. By this moment Jan Kowalewski was already familiar with the Russian military procedures, forms of Russian operational documents and the terminology. He had also gained some experience in encryption of such documents.  
He broke over 100 Russian encryption keys, which made it possible to read 3,000 Red Army messages. Thanks to his work and the team he created, the Supreme Command of the Polish Army had insight into Bolshevik correspondence - the military and diplomatic one.
On 12th of August 1920 Polish army took over a multi-page cryptogram of the XVI Soviet Army. Jan Kowalewski and prof. Stefan Mazurkiewicz, the mathematician broke the code within an hour and read the order of Tuchaczewski about decisive assault on Warsaw. Jan Kowalewski together with prof. of mathematics, Stefan Mazurkiewicz broke the "Revolution" code within an hour and read Tuchaczewski's order for a decisive attack on Warsaw. It was an invaluable source of knowledge for the High Command.
For his involvement in Polish victory lieutenant Jan Kowalewski received the Silver Cross of  the Virtuti Militari Order in 1922. After the war he was sent to Upper Silesia where he took charge of intelligence in the army of the Third Silesia Uprising. 
In 1923 he was transferred to Tokyo where he was conducting conducted the a cycle of trainings on cryptography for Japanese intelligence. It gave the Japan people officers solid grounds to initiate their own research. He received the highest military decoration of Japan – the Order of the Rising Sun
From 1928 to 1933 he was a military attaché to Polish Legation in Moscow. Phenomenal visual memory allowed him to memorise details of military equipment, exposed during military parades of the Red Army. In 1933 he was transferred to analogical service a similar position in Bucharest. 

In September 1939, after the evacuation to Romania Lieutenant Colonel Jan Kowalewski was a member of Polish refugees support committee. In January 1940 he left for France. Before the fall of France he was evacuated to Portugal, where he was again a member of refugees committee, continuing work in intelligence. In 1944 he was dismissed upon categorical Stalin’s demand, at Stalin's categorical request, expressed during Teheran conference. 

After war Jan Kowalewski remained in on emigration in London. Since 1955 he was editor  the publisher of the monthly „East Europe and Soviet Russia:, he cooperated with Radio Free Europe Radio. Until the end of his life His the brightness of his mind remained unchanged (breaking of the Traugutt code in 1963). 

He was married three times. He and his second wife Maria Strzeszewska had a daughter Teresa. Descendants of Jan Kowalewski are bound connected to Portugal, Belgium and Schwitzerland, regarding due to the Belgian-Portugeese origins of Teresa’s husband Hugo Ferreira. 
Opinion of High Chief of Polish Army Józef Piłsudski about work of Polish intelligence. 

„It was the first war, conducted by Poland for centuries, where during which we had more information about the enemy than he had did about us.” 

